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Older American Act Reauthorization – What it means to the Arrowhead 

The Arrowhead Regional Development Commission (ARDC), is the designated Area Agency on Aging (AAA) 
for the 7 county arrowhead region, operating as the Arrowhead Area Agency on Aging (AAAA). Established 
in 1973, it works primarily under the guidance of the Older Americans Act (OAA). Nationwide, AAA’s were 
established to provide; planning, development, coordination and long-term services and supports to their 
service area. Each AAA offers; Elder Rights, Caregiver Support, Nutrition Services, Health & Wellness and 
Supportive Services (Information & Referral) in addition to technical assistance, funding and advocacy to 
the local Aging Network. Since the commencement of the OAA (1965), the act has been amended sixteen 
(16) times, most recently in 2016. The OAA is up for reauthorization later this year.  

 
AAAA, the Minnesota Association of AAA’s (m4A) and the National Association of Area Agencies on Aging 
(n4a) have been working to educate and inform our representatives on the importance of the OAA and 
the impact it has on the 60+ population.  

It is important for our region to maintain these critical services and continue to fund programs for our 
aging community members.  Please note the previous year’s funding and funding projections through 
2030. Since 2001, the population of people 60 years and older has grown by 63% 

 

Graph sourced from: aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/ ppi/2019/02/older-americans-act. pdf.   

 
This growth is expected to continue to increase by 40% in the next ten years. The OAA appropriation, 
when adjusted for inflation, since 2001 has decreased by 16% and is expected to continue to decrease 
over the same period. Below is a graph showing the statistics. The current budget proposal is showing an 
increase over last years funding but it is in early stages.  Keeping our elected officials informed is extremely 
important.  

 
As  you can see, Investments in the Act have declined since 2010, when OAA discretionary funding was 
at its highest. It would require a 23 percent increase in funding ($2.5 billion) simply to restore the 
service capacity of the Aging Network that has been lost since 2010. 
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While we recognize that authorizing funding for the Act does not ensure that appropriators will meet 
those recommendations within their appropriations bills, we encourage Congress to include 
authorization amounts for OAA programs and titles that more accurately reflect the need for services 
and population growth.  
 

AAAA suggest that each of you to reach out to your senators and representatives. Share your stories of 
how programs such as; home delivered meals, volunteer transportation programs, senior legal assistance, 
dining sites, caregiver support, respite, chore services and more have made a positive impact in your 
communities. Contact your representative at the website below.  

 
Representative Pete Stauber 
126 Cannon HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
Phone: (202) 225-6211 

https://stauber.house.gov/contact/email-me 
 
 

Summary of N4A Priority Recommendations: 
Please see the following link for a complete publication 
https://www.n4a.org/Files/n4a_PolicyBrief_OAA_Reauth_2019_FinalWeb.pdf 

 
We encourage lawmakers to pursue a bipartisan, thoughtful, determined approach to reauthorization 
that promotes four core principles inherent in the original vision and enduring intent of the Act: 
1. Meet Consumers Where They Are 
2. Meet Growing Needs by Increasing Investments 
3. Foster Innovations in Service Delivery 
4. Ease Administrative Barriers to Increase Access to Services 
 
n4a’s recommendations for the Older Americans Act reauthorization are organized around these four 
principles, and we look forward to collaborating with policymakers and key stakeholders to ensure that 
the OAA will continue meeting the needs of millions of older adults and their caregivers. This can only 
happen if the Act continues to invest in and support the nationwide Aging Network of agencies and 
service providers that serve them. 
 
We urge Congress to maintain the Act’s commitment to local planning and development so that 
programs and services can benefit from the input of older adults and their caregivers, as well as local 
agencies and providers, to ensure that programs and services reflect and meet the unique needs of 
older adults and caregivers in the agency’s planning and service area in the most person-centered way 
possible. These local determination and flexibility elements are an essential strength of the OAA and 
should be maintained by Congress.  
 
We believe that Congress should explore strategies to strengthen the synergy between state and area 
plans and specifically highlight how consumer input collected from the area planning process should 
inform the state plan development. AAAs should be permitted to reflect community priorities that may 
be more expansive than the OAA by including additional sections in the area plan. 

https://stauber.house.gov/contact/email-me
https://www.n4a.org/Files/n4a_PolicyBrief_OAA_Reauth_2019_FinalWeb.pdf
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To better address the caregiving needs of grandparents and other older relatives raising children, AAAs 
should be allowed to exceed the 10 percent cap on Title III E National Family Caregiver Support 
Program funding available to serve this population. 
 
To this end, we recommend that lawmakers include authorization amounts for the OAA that are, at a 
minimum, baselined at the $2.5 billion overall level to restore the service capacity of the Aging 
Network. We also recommend that, over the five-year reauthorization period, lawmakers index annual 
authorization increases to reflect corresponding increases in the population and inflation, at a 
minimum. However, even such increased authorization levels would be insufficient if Congress wants to 
truly prepare our nation for this tremendous demographic shift by investing in the most cost-effective, 
commonsense and consumer-desired aging services. Therefore, we urge Congress to double the size of 
the Act over five years to ensure that a greater percentage of the growing number of older adults can 
access home and community-based services. 
 
Congress should expand Title VI, Grants for Native Americans, to allow and authorize funding for a 
wider range of supportive services than is feasible with current funding and capacity, such as 
transportation and health and wellness programs.  
While Title VI Parts A and B allow grantees to offer supportive services similar to those authorized under 
Title III of the Act, the funding is primarily spent on nutrition services first, with little funding remaining 
to provide additional wrap-around services such as transportation, in-home care, legal assistance and 
other supports that are so desperately needed.  
n4a also recommends that Congress create a new training, professional development and technical 
assistance program under Title VI. Given the modest size of the Title VI grants, there is also a need for 
capacity-building activities to help grantees better serve elders in their communities. 
 
We ask that Congress provide enhanced ability, at the state and local levels, to administer the transfer 
authority between Title C1 and C2 in a way that reduces administrative burden while preserving the 
important role of both types of services. In addition to prioritizing policy changes that reduce 
administrative burdens at a local level, we encourage Congress to ensure that states and AAAs can 
pursue opportunities to better respond to local service demands and realities. For example, we 
encourage lawmakers to modify the Act to recognize the value in implementing cost-sharing options 
for consumers who may have the financial capacity to contribute to service provision, but for whom 
OAA-subsidized services may not be available due to waiting lists or other restrictions. Given budget 
limitations and funding realities, cost-sharing can be an effective local solution to augment service 
availability. 
 
 

Where We are Right Now 
 
As of May 9th 2019, the House Appropriations Committee approved its FY2020 funding  bill for the 
Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies (Labor-HHS).   The 
Labor-HHS bill funds the OAA and many key aging programs.    The current bill is 189.7 billion dollars and 
is first on the slate of 12 discretionary bills for FY 2020.  (this is a good sign – it’s the first time in history 
it has been at the top of the list).  
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The bill has been moved to the house floor – so it still has a way to go… it is time for us to be very 
diligent about educating our lawmakers about our work. Passing this bill (as it is written) would include 
significant increases for both the Administration on Aging and the Administration for Community Living 
including increases for nearly all core OAA programs and other key aging services and supports.  
 
Overall the House bill allocates $174 million more than last year and a significant $298 million more than 
the presidents budget request.  
 
The House appropriators endorsed the following: 

• IIIB Home and Community Based Support Services (10% increase) 

• IIIC1 Congregate Meals (6% increase) 

• IIIC2 Home Delivered Meals (21% increase) 

• IIIE National Family Caregiver Support (10% increase) 

• IIID Preventative Services (level) 
 
Addl Programs: 

• Native American Nutrition/Aging Programs Title VI (11% increase) 

• Elder Justice and Adult Protective Services   
o Ombudsman (9% increase) 
o Elder Rights Support Activities (33% increase) 

• Aging Disability Resource Centers (level) 

• SHIP (funding restored to past levels) 

• SCSEP (16% increase) 

• Senior Corp (RSVP, Foster Grandparents, Senior Companions) (6% increase) 

• Community Block Grants (% increase) 

• Social Services Block Grant (level) 

• Low income Home Energy Assistance Programs (% increase) 
 

Next: 
• This is the first step 

• Send a letter & educate your lawmakers at the Federal level throughout the summer 
and the fall 

• Educate your local elected officials and representatives as well 

• Watch our FB page – for updates this fall 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Kristi Kane, AAAA Director 
 
 


